I Faith Fresbgtcrian Church (EFPQC)

Welcome to 2025, every-
one! It’s a new year, and
surprise, surprise, the
theme for our January
Newsletter is “New Begin-
nings.” No matter where
you’re at in life, no matter
your age, job, or whatever,
life is going to change. Let
me offer a few rapid-fire
thoughts on some new be-
ginnings you might be facing
this year.

1) A new responsibility -
Maybe this year, God is
changing your vocation, or
something has fallen into
your lap, demanding some-
thing new from you. Just 5
months ago, | myself be-
came a father. | am, in a
word, terrified! Every day
forces me to ask myself,
“Am | doing this right? Is
my son developing right?
Am 1| forgetting something
important?’ Whenever we
step into uncharted waters -
areas of life we have not
been tested in before - It
can feel as if we are drown-
ing from the start.

Consider for a moment
the life of Joseph in Gene-
sis. Of course, Joseph was
betrayed multiple times,
and so it seems like Joseph
is going through one misfor-
tune after another, which he
is. But, | find it interesting
that wherever Joseph ends
up, there is a new responsi-
bility - a new job. He be-
comes the caretaker of Pot-
iphar’s household, then the
caretaker of a prison, and
then the caretaker of all of
Egypt. Each time, the text
reminds us that the Lord
was with Joseph and gave
him success. Now, I’m not
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saying that we all have
the promise of success,
but we do have the
promise in scripture that
the Lord is WITH us,
and is GUIDING us, and
is SANCTIFYING
us. Whatever new role
you’re stepping into in
2025, know this ... God
put you there. He led
you there; he is with you
there. Maybe God put
you there to be a wit-
ness, to learn something,
or to just find success
and give him
praise. Whatever the
reason, God is with you,
Christian, in this new
venture. Have faith!

2) A new reading of
God’s word - Every year,
we are presented with
that fresh new challenge
to try and read God’s
word more. Perhaps
this year, you are eager
to finally try and pick up
your Bible and really
read it, really dig into
it. Let me give you my
favorite Bible-reading
suggestion. Here it is:
Remember that the Bi-
ble is sixty-six
books. Reading the
whole Bible is a very no-
ble and awesome
goal. Do you know what
else is awesome? Just
reading and enjoying the
entire gospel of John, or
just reading Revela-
tion. Who says your Bi-
ble reading plan has to
be the entire Bi-
ble?? Aim small, miss
small. Maybe take small-
er bites and do a plan
that is just one

book. Dig into that book,
enjoy it, take notes, and
study it. Then, move on
to another one. Then, by
the end of the year, you
won’t have failed one Bi-
ble reading plan, you’ll
have finished sever-
al. And won’t that feel
better?

3) New People - Perhaps
2025 will be the year of

new faces: new co-
workers, new church
members, new friends,

and even new family! If
you’re a people person,
that prospect might ex-
cite you. But, if you're
not a people person ... uh
oh. Proverbs 29:25 warns
that the “fear of man lays
a snare.” Of course,
some people we meet
can turn out to be foes,
but let’s be honest; for
the most part, the people
you meet this year won’t
be enemies. In fact, eve-
ryone you meet this year
will be someone made in
the image of God, some-
one God might be bring-
ing into your path so you
can bless them, pray for
them, and help
them. Here is the cure
to the fear of man - trust
the Creator of Man.
Speaking of new peo-
ple, 1 want to introduce
you to a new staff mem-
ber at Faith Presbyterian
- Erin Evans!
(Continued on page 2)
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Frager Needs and Praise News

Pray that the Lord will bless the
preaching and teaching ministry of
the church to gather and build up
the saints, that God’s word will
grow and multiply, and that our
witness, love, and holiness will in-
crease by the power of the Holy

(continued from page 1)

Erin is going to be joining us at
Faith as our Social Media Man-
ager. One of the new challenges
of growing a church is figuring
out how to tell people about

%1@

Spirit.

For the following, pray for health,
comfort and fellowship with God
during a period of sickness, that the
Lord will give them faith, patience,

joy and submission to his will.

L 2B R JEE JER JER JER JEE JER JEE JEE JEE JEE JEE R JER JEE JER SR JEE JER 4

Chris Ober: continued cancer treatment

Myra Echols: cancer

Jordan Israel

Debbie Williams

Jimmy Ellington

Mary Ellington

Bob Brown: unrelenting pain
Faith Strickland: emphysema
Bonnie McEachern: heart failure
Richard Ingram: chemotherapy
Kathy Rewerts: torn rotator cuff

PROVERBS 3:5-b J ;

If you have a prayer
request or a praise report
that you would like to share
with the congregation or
the Elders you can email

your church. The number one
way has been and will always be
personal invitations. That’s your
job, by the way, Faith fami-
ly. Get out there and in-
vite! But, today, in our fast-
paced online world, the second
best way to tell people about
church is through social me-
dia. Erin is an incredibly bright
and creative woman with a love
for God and a passion for seeing
Christians connect. She also has
a great understanding of the so-
cial media landscape. Expect to
see a lot more posts and activity
on our Facebook and Instagram
pages, as well as a new look and
approach to our newslet-
ters. Welcome aboard, Erin!

Kay Horvath: in Memory Care Center them to . . ,

Wilson Station EPC in Tennessee faithepcrus@gmail.com Faith family, | d°“. t know ex-

R e e e e (e anytime actly what God has in store for
: you in 2025, but | do know this:

Our Shut-Ins

The Lost

Our Elders and Deacons
President Trump and Congress
Supreme Court

Persons serving in our Military

God loves you and is sovereign
over all things. | pray that this
year will bring blessings and
hope for you and your family.
Happy New Year!

Law Enforcement Officers Paster John
Praise:
Kyle Brown is doing well recovering .
from heart attack W W
FAITHFUL PE(

Sympathy:
Family of BJ Newton

Please pray for our missionaries:

Grady Davidson

TRUE TO HIM, BUT THE PROUD
HE PAYS BACK IN FULL. BE

¢ Phil and Diane Thrash

¢ Gary and Jackie Burnett STRONG AND TAKE HEART, ALL then surgery. | am slowly
¢ Santosh John getting stronger and

¢ Keith and Rachel Keller YO0 HOPE IN THE LORES continue to work on my
¢ Jeff & Veronique Kim PSALM 31:23-24 stomach issues.

¢ Jenny Coon God Bless You All.

¢ Mike Rasmussen Jean Bouts

*

Thank you to the Faith
family for your many pray-
ers and kindnesses as |
went through chemo and
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From the Fastor’s Shclf...
“ATime For
Confidence: Trusting
Godina
Post-Christian
Society”

Stephen J. Nichols

ATIME FOR

CONFIDENCE

It’s getting weird out there,
right? By “out there,” | mean in
the world. There’s a shifting po-
litical landscape, a shifting ethi-
cal landscape. More and more
Christian celebrities are talking
about “deconstructing” their
faith. Traditional family values
are under attack. It feels like
more and more Christians are
finding themselves in an in-
creasingly foreign land.
This short book by Stephen
Nichols provides some simple
but sage advice on trusting God
in uncertain times. Nichols out-
lines all the biblical reasons why
we don’t have to compromise in
today’s post-Christian society
but can have complete confi-
dence in God’s word, the gospel,
and Christ himself.
INOINININANANANANNNNANNNA
“Because of that
demonstration of God’s
power at the cross and at
the resurrection, we are
His people, we are His
lambs. God will gather us
up in His arms,” and we
can have confidence no
matter what because
“God will never
disappoint”

Stephen Nichols

Reference: “A Time For
Confidence: Trusting God in a Post-Christian
Society” page 42
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Girlfriends of Faith
All Ladies of Faith!

Our first meeting of the new
year will be Saturday,
January 18 at
10:00 a.m.

As usual, it will be a brunch
gathering, so bring a brunch
item to share and come
ready to fellowship with our
fellow sisters in Christ.

Women’s Bible Study
On Tuesday, January 14th we
will begin a Women’s
morning (10:00 am)
and a Women’s
evening Bible Study (6:30 pm)
Each will study
the book of 1 Peter, using
study material by Jen Wilkin,
"1 Peter, A Living Hope in
Christ". There is a sign-up
sheet in the Narthex
and books available for
purchase. Any questions may
be directed to Pam Fraticelli
(am) or Becky Fowler (pm)
We will meet every week for
the duration of the study.
We hope you can join one!

Men’s Bible Study

Our Men’s Bible Study will
resume on
Thursday, January 9th
at 7:00 pm.

We will begin a study of
1 John.

Contact Gregg Coniglio if you
have any questions.

Fc“owship News

T

Women’s Fun Day
Join us on
Thursday,

January 23rd
From 1:30 to 3:30
for a
Women’s Fun Day!
Come enjoy an
afternoon of fun and
Christian fellowship.
Contact Betty Brown
(7'70-861-3775)
for more
information.

7
Many are the
|/ plans in a
man's heart,
- butitis
‘the Lord's
ﬁurpose that
prevails,
- Prov\\?\rbs 1921-

\

DOOK NOOK

Check out the bookshelf in the Narthex.
We have excellent books available for your Christian growth.




iy
|

Volume 2025, lssue 01
Page 4

The December regular Session meeting
was held on Thursday, December 12th,
at the church at 5:30 PM.

Prayer needs were discussed and lifted
to God.

Calcndar
For the devotion, the Session read Of QO(!, th(’l:l th’i
Chapter 4 of the Westminster Confes- ¢ January 5 The Lord’s Day conviction that the
sion of Faith. ¢ January 5 Communion Lord who made the
3 9 Men’s Bible Stud
The Session reviewed nominations for January 0 Yen sh||_| © Study World UL the
Deacons and Elders submitted by the ¢ January out a,ngout World; and that
congregation. ¢ January |2 The Lord S Da)’ eve'y event, g',eat
¢ January 12 Grief Share d ll
Tl? ..Iohn .Cleveland discussed some new ¢ January |4 Ladies am/pm Study and smait, d
ministry ideas for 2025. ¢ January 16 Men’s Bible Study dprospe.rous;n th
il ; aaverse, 1S unaer tne
The procedure for serving communion ¢ January 18 Girlfriends of Faith bsol ’ di I
to Children's Church workers was also ¢ January |9 The Lord’s Day a S'O ute Isposa (;f
discussed. ¢ January 19 Grief Share Him who doth al
. . ¢ January 2| Ladies am/pm Study things well’ and who
The Session reviewed the land use plan ¢ January 23 Women’s Fun Da l ll h.
submitted by Land Engineering and de- Y S . Y regu ates atl t mngs
termined that phases should be notated ¢ January 23 Men’s Bible Study for the good Of his
on the plan rather than all improve- ¢ January 25 Youth Hangout eovle
ments in one development. Garrett ¢ January 26 The Lord’s Day peopte.
il:’.urchdatf L;ndhEngineering will be in- ¢ January 26 Congregational Meeting .
ormed of the change. ¢ January 26 Grief Share ]erry Bndges
*
¢

Upcoming Calendar:
Session Budget meeting-
2025

Congregational Meeting - January 26,
2025

Faith Presbyterian EPC Session

John Cleveland, Moderator

Dan Patterson, Clerk

Gregg Coniglio

Keith Lovern

Andy Martin

January 8,

33333333

January 28 Ladies am/pm Study
January 30 Men’s Bible Study

December

Financial News

othing can be more |-
consoling to the man |-

Reference: Transforming Grace,
NavPress, 1991, p. 40. Used by per-
mission of NavPress —
www.navpress.com. All rights
reserved.

D ti Are you a
of SSh . ~gohations athto12th i
Grief$3Share $37,615.00 grader?

We are breaking until Sunday,
January 12th at 2:30 - 4:00
Grief Share is a Christ-centered
support group for those
mourning the loss of a loved
one. The program absolutely free
and open to all who wish to join
and participate. Visit this link
below to learn more and register:
https://www.griefshare.org/
groups/247024
Contact Dody Morris for details.
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Expenses

$33,214.41
P.O.P. Fund
$1,922.00

Mortgage Principal
$726,992.54
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You don’t want to
miss out on the fun
and excitement!
Our next Hangouts
are
Saturday, January

11th and 25th
at 6:00 pm
Bring a friend!



https://www.griefshare.org/groups/247024
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/247024
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Outrcacl-x News

l SO TEACH US TO

NUMBER OUR

ityounaveancedthat | Mission of the B

: arises, or know of :
: anyone that is in need, please : Month THAT WE MAY
: reach out to :

our Deacons for : - AT
assistance. They have the The B]_‘ldge I ‘ HEARTS UNTO
:  ability to reach outto the : i ;
: congregation on your behalf : W 2| WISDOM.
: as well as : e]lness A T —
: physically meet your needs, : - R
or they can pointyou in the : South

right direction for help.
www.thebridgewellness.org
Deacons of Faith

Randy Cononge .
c Alan Delr)mis . M You will never
: smeron Zenis | Baby Care Products be satisfied
Diapers un'!“l you
Feloushss realize that
% Please place your items in the yOur
mission box in the back .
Volunteers Needed of the sanctuary.. . evel"y deSIl'e
For FeIIowship Thank you for always giving so for more in

- enerously to those in need!
Time! g Y

this life is,
in reality,
a desire for

Resolved: more of
that every man should live G
od

to the glory of God.
Resolved second:
that whether others do this

or not | will. Tom Patton

Reference: Right Thinking in a
World Gone Wrong, Grace Com-

Martin Luther munity Church, 2009, p. 70.

If you would like
to provide
refreshments,
there is a sign-up
sheet on the
bulletin board by
the kitchen.
Speak to a Deacon
if you have any
questions!




Faith Speaks raec e

UPDATE FROM

JENNY COON
Marhaba,

A ceasefire has now been in
effect for nearly a month. There
were (and still are) a lot of mixed
emotions following the final an-
nouncement. Gratitude first and
foremost for any cessation in
death and destruction and oppor-
tunity to start a new chapter, but
also a profound sense of grief and
sorrow for what the people of
Lebanon endured and for a lack
of justice/resolution. As | opened
our clinic the day after with devo-
tions, we read Jesus' words,
"Peace | leave with you; my peace
| give to you" and never in my life
have | so strongly felt that truly
only in His peace can we find any
hope. Without any chance to
begin to process these events, the
fall of the Syrian regime happened
in a way that no one could have
predicted. | will save thoughts/
comments on that event for fu-
ture correspondence, but this of
course had and has a profound
impact on my Syrian community
here, for Lebanon in general, for
me personally and future work in
that country, and of course for all
Syrians at home and abroad.

| have three stories on my
heart from this month to share
with you.

You may remember my close
friend's husband who had a bad
car accident several months ago
and has been unable to walk. |
have been working with him sev-
eral nights a week after work but
with painstakingly slow progress,
inhibited by several complicating
factors. Suddenly, at the worship
service this past Friday he sur-
prised all of us by suddenly stand-
ing up and walking independently,

leaving his crutches behind, to
walk down the aisle to take com-
munion! | can not tell you what a
miracle this is. He had tears in his
eyes as he told me afterwards he
was praying silently when the Pas-
tor gave the invitation for com-
munion that he wanted to be able
to go on his own. He heard a
voice saying "get up and walk" and
he did! Now, he still has lots of
PT in front of him and immediate-
ly returned to his crutches but
this is a HUGE encouragement to
his mental health and testament
to God working in Him.

One of the displaced families
from the south that | got to know
really well through PT appoint-
ments and blanket/food distribu-
tion had started to come to
church with me. However, they
returned to the south immediate-
ly after the ceasefire even though
their house is technically not liva-
ble (no windows/doors from the
bombings).  But they suddenly
called me a week later and said
they were in Beirut and had
something for me. They showed
up with CRATES of bananas, avo-
cados, and oranges from their
land. They said "thank you for
standing with us in our hour of
greatest need."

| have talked for a while about
a church plant in the north of the
country that the Nazarene church
has been hoping to start. They
finally were able to get permission
to rent a building and started offi-
cially last month. | was invited by
Pastor Andrew to do a special
communion service with them
and share my testimony. It was
surreal to be just a few miles from
the border, in a2 brand new church
in a completely unreached/Muslim
neighborhood, sharing about how
God called me to this region

years ago, in Arabic. | am really ex-
cited that this church plant can fi-
nally put down some roots and ea-
ger to see what God will do
through them in the future.

| am grateful for God's protec-
tion, for the unity and strength that
was forged in my Balassan team
these last months, and for the peo-
ple whose lives we touched. | also
know that | will need some time to
process and heal in the near future,
and | would appreciate your pray-
ers for this.

Merry Christmas and have a
blessed New Year! Thank you for
your love, support and encourage-
ment!

With gratitude,
Jenny

The sun
rising on a
new day
and hope-
fully a new
chapter
for Leba-

My friend
taking his
first steps
prior to
God's
miracu-
lous inter-
vention.

co-director at
Balassan and |
getting into
the Christmas
spirit! | was
not sure what
to do this year
asweare all a
bit worn out, but the staff (and patients!)
had soooo much fun decorating that |
think it was what we all needed.
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Our Church Website:
www.FaithMcDonough.com
Church Email: CHOIR NEWS
falthepcrus@emall.com If you would like to join
Church Phone Number: our choir, contact Nancy Lowry!
770-648-5288 We would love for you to join us!
Faith Presbyterian Church EPC : I : :
1185 East Lake Road If you are interested in joining Faith Presbyterian Church (EPC), you may do so

by a profession of your faith in Jesus Christ, by a re-affirmation of your faith,

McDonough, GA 30252 i
or by a transfer of your membership from another church.

Please speak with the an Elder if you have any questions about joining.


http://www.epc.org
http://www.epcsoutheast.org
http://faithpresbyterianepc.org/

5Communion
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Fellowship
10:30 Worship

7:00 pm
Men’s Bible Study

11

6:00 pm
Youth
Hangout

12

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Fellowship
10:30 Worship
2:30 Grief Share

14

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

6:30 Ladies
Bible Study

16

7:00 pm
Men’s Bible Study

18

10:00 am
Girlfriends
Of Faith

19

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Fellowship
10:30 Worship
2:30 Grief Share

21

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

6:30 Ladies
Bible Study

23

1:30—3:30
Women’s
Fun
Day
7:00 pm
Men’s Bible Study

25

6:00 pm
Youth
Hangout

26

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12:00 Congrega-
tional Meeting
2:30 Grief Share

28

10:00 Ladies
Bible Study

6:30 Ladies
Bible Study

30

7:00 pm
Men’s Bible Study




